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Fact Sheet

Air Quality Criteria for Particulate Matter

Providing the Scientific Foundation for EPA Decision Making

[image: image2.jpg]Building a scientific foundation for sound environmental decisions




To further EPA's goal of safe and healthy air for every American community, EPA has released the final assessment document on airborne particulate matter (PM), titled, “Air Quality Criteria for Particulate Matter.” This document will provide key scientific information for EPA’s review of its 1997 PM air quality standards. 

BACKGROUND:  Under the Clean Air Act, PM is one of six principal (or “criteria”) pollutants for which EPA has established National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS).  Periodically, EPA reviews the scientific basis for these standards by preparing an Air Quality Criteria Document (AQCD).  The PM AQCD is the scientific basis for the additional technical and policy assessments that form the basis for EPA decisions on the adequacy of the current PM NAAQS and the appropriateness of new or revised standards for PM.  These additional assessments will be developed by the Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards (OAQPS) within EPA’s Office of Air and Radiation, and will include analyses to assess the risks associated with current and projected exposures to PM.
DEVELOPMENT OF THE DOCUMENT:  The PM AQCD was developed by EPA’s Office of Research and Development with contributions from a number of scientists in a wide variety of scientific disciplines applicable to PM issues.  The 2004 PM AQCD is a revision of the EPA PM AQCD published in 1996.  The 1996 AQCD provided the scientific bases for the current PM NAAQS set in 1997.  This new document includes an evaluation of the new scientific literature generated since the NAAQS for PM were revised in 1997.  This large amount of new research improves the scientific basis for EPA decision making related to the periodic review of PM standards.  More information on PM research is available in EPA’s recently published report, "Particulate Matter (PM) Research Program: Five Years of Progress,” available at: www.epa.gov/pmresearch   

The Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC), a review committee mandated by the Clean Air Act and part of the EPA’s Science Advisory Board (SAB), is charged with independent expert scientific review of EPA’s draft AQCDs.  The CASAC process involves reviewing each chapter until closure is reached on all chapters. 

DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY:  The Air Quality Criteria for Particulate Matter is available on EPA’s PM research website at www.epa.gov/pmresearch and also on the National Center for Environmental Assessment’s website (www.epa.gov/ncea) under the Recent Additions and Publications menus.  Print copies are available by contacting the National Service Center for Environmental Publications, 1-800-490-9198. The report numbers are: Volume I, EPA/600/P-99/002aF, and Volume II, EPA/600/P-99/002bF.
CONTACT:  Dr. Lester Grant, National Center for Environmental Assessment, telephone:  919-541-4173, grant.lester@epa.gov.















